
Dean’s Fund Proposal -- November, 2017 

Summary: My trip to the Boston Museum of Fine Arts 

In this application I request $846 in funding for a 2.5 day trip to the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston  this February. This museum visit is a cornerstone of the research that I am conducting for 
my BA thesis in Global Studies. 

Background: My thesis project 

The world was watching France during the busy 19th century. The political, economic, 
and military changes taking place certainly  had a concrete international  effect, but the artistic 
innovations of a state that was already a cultural  leader  in the West also carried significant clout: 
it was in this fruitful century that naturalism, impressionism,  post-impressionism,  and 
symbolism, to name but a few, took the art world by storm.  

During the same period, the U.S. saw a significant increase  in art collecting  among 
middle and upper-class Americans, soon followed by the founding of some of the most 
important American  art museums. In a great many cases, it was the contemporary art being 
produced in France that  was filling these various homes and galleries -- a phenomenon which 
points to the serious impact  that French art was having on the development  of American  artistic 
taste. 

For my BA thesis in Global Studies, I chose to explore this rich moment in cultural 
history through the lens of French painter Jean-François Millet (1814-1875). Millet’s 
early/mid-century Barbizon school realism made his  name in France and abroad, but as his style 
progressed into the realm of peasant naturalism he became increasingly controversial in his home 
state. The American hunger for Millets, on the other hand, never faltered, and as time passed this 
international esteem eventually helped influence French opinion. By the time of his  death, Millet 
was recognized as a master in his  home country and around the world. 

My paper effects a comparative archival ethnography, attending to the comparisons and 
dissonances between the reception of three of Millet’s greatest - and most debated - works  in 
France and in the United States: The  Sower  (1850), The  Angelus (1857-1859), and Man  with  a 
Hoe (1860-62). In this context, my study  of Millet’s peasant paintings can speak not only to the 
works  themselves and to the layered meanings contained within them, but also to a moment in 
the story that connects and intertwines French and American cultural development to this day. 

Why this trip is important to my work: 

Because I’m writing my BA about three very specific and very diversely received works 
of art, it’s extremely important for me to see these works  in person. Every professor of art 
history, and most of all my thesis advisor Professor Martha Ward, will stress the importance of 
seeing a work of art in person before writing about it1. So much can change in a digital 
representation, and I could not do justice to Millet’s work without seizing the opportunity to see 
it in person. 

1 A short video in which Professor Ward makes this point: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LD9z2y0zgJM 



 While  working in Paris this summer I had the chance to visit The  Angelus  at the Musée 
d’Orsay, and this winter when I go home to California  I’ll spend time  at the Getty Museum with 
Man With  a Hoe. My last indispensable stop is at the Boston MFA, which houses not only The 
Sower, the third major painting in my work, but over fifty other Millet  paintings and drawings. 
This trip will be an unparalleled opportunity not only to consider the third of these essential 
paintings for my research, but also to immerse myself in a great wealth of work by Millet -- 
Boston has the largest collection of his work outside of France. In addition,  it will grant me 
access to the MFA library, where I can comb through documents attributed to the works and dive 
into the world of 19th century Boston art collecting. Overall, a grant from the Dean’s Fund will 
give me the assistance that I need to complete  my research in a way that is authentic and that is 
respectful of the masterpieces that I am studying. 

Budget: 


