
ABRCMS Conference Dean’s Fund Project Proposal 

Dear Dean’s Fund Committee, 

I am a fourth-year English major/pre-med at the university. This past 
summer, I had the honor of being able to participate in a research program hosted 
by Columbia University called SPURS. Through this program, I had the opportunity 
to work on a research project out of Dr. Charles Emala’s lab in the Columbia 
University Department of Anesthesiology at the medical center. I submitted my 
finished work at a small, private symposium that was hosted at the end of the 
program but later on this fall, I have been given the opportunity to present my 
research at the national Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority 
Students (ABRCMS) which will be taking place in Phoenix, Arizona this year. I 
applied and received a partial travel scholarship through the program that covers 
the expensive registration cost and fees but nothing else. Receiving this funding 
through the Dean’s Fund would be the money I need to attend this amazing, one-
time opportunity.  

This past summer was a summer of many “first-times” for me. It was my first 
time being in New York, doing lab research and presenting my work with research 
poster. And now that I have had a summer of new and challenging experiences, I feel 
even more prepared to take the ABRCMS conference head on. I believe that the 
conference will be a great opportunity for me to network with driven students like 
myself but also with physicians and researchers who are passionate about the 
betterment of minority groups. I hope to really connect and learn from them about 
how they got to where they are now and to receive any advice on how to maneuver 
the competitive field of medicine, as a minority, with grace and patience. I also 
believe that this conference will give me confidence in my knowledge and 
background in science and also equip me with new habits and tools that I can apply 
to other research conferences I am sure I will attend in the future, especially, those 
in medical school.  Lastly, with this being my last year in the College, I believe this 
experience will help me feel more comfortable with networking with other pre-
medical students on campus and having those challenging conversations with my 
teachers and mentors at the university. I have received so much invaluable guidance 
and direction from my teachers, advisors and mentors on campus but I have never 
thought to ask them for any advice that could specifically improve my experience as 
a woman of color pursuing a medical degree. This conference will be my first time 
addressing an important topic like that and I believe with this experience, I will be 
able to return to my last year at the college with more confidence and the assurance 
that this part of my identity makes me strong and unique and with hard work, one 
day, I can return to ABRCMS and give the same advice to someone else.  



Estimated Budget 

Airfare: $300 (https://www.studentuniverse.com/flights/1/CHI/PHX/2017-11-
01/PHX/CHI/2017-11-05?flexible=false&premiumCabins=false)  
Hotel: $200 (http://www.abrcms.org/index.php/register/travel-and-housing) 
Mandatory Awards Dinner: $90 
Food costs: $60 
Transportation to/from airports: $100 

Total: $750 


