
MUSI 20719 / SIGN 26066: Music and Mind
Autumn Term 2019 MWF, 9:30–10:20

GoH 402 (discussion sections in GoH 402 and 205)

Lawrence Zbikowski                                                                                                              Julianne Grasso
office: Goodspeed 206                                                                                                       office hours: TBD
office phone: 2-8788                                                                                        e-mail: jgrasso@uchicago.edu
office hours: Wednesday, 10:30-12:00                                                                                                            
e-mail: larry@uchicago.edu

Overview of the course:
This course explores research on music in the mind and brain sciences as it has developed over the past 
three decades. During this time, we have come to an increasingly refined understanding of the ways the 
brain processes sound. It remains the case, however, that not all sound is music, and in this course we will 
investigate how musical sound is organized to make it musical, and how this organization reflects the 
capacities of the human mind.

The Monday and Wednesday meetings of class will be given over to interactive lectures, focused on setting 
out some of the key concepts for the course, and preparing the framework for discussions. Friday 
meetings (in GoH 402 and 205) will focus on discussion, which will be prepared by brief writing 
assignments. All writing assignments will be due on Friday at the beginning of class. Readings from 
scientific and humanistic literature on music and mind will provide context for the whole.

The required text for the class is Elizabeth Hellmuth Margulis’s The Psychology of Music: A Brief Introduction 
(Oxford, 2018), which will be available at the Seminary Co-op Bookstore (5751 S. Woodlawn Avenue); the 
price is $11.95. Further reading materials will be available through Canvas and on reserve in the library.

Music listening will be an important part of this course. On the one hand, I will not assign a lot of 
listening; on the other hand, I will encourage you to do the listening with focus, and will expect you to 
listen to any given recording a number of times (often taking notes).

Schedule

Week 1 (10/2–10/4)

Introduction to the course; the origins and functions of 

music.

Week 2 (10/7–10/9—10/11)

Musical fundamentals, round 1; musical sophistication 

(the Goldsmith’s index).

Week 3 (10/14–10/16—10/18)

Musical fundamentals, round 2; cross-domain mapping, 

metaphor, analogy; music and language.

Week 4 (10/21–10/23—10/25)

Music and biology; music and the brain.

Week 5 (10/28–10/30—11/1)

Pitch perception, absolute pitch, music and speech.

Writing assignment 1

Margulis, The Psychology of Music, chapter 1

Writing assignment 2

Zbikowski, Conceptualizing Music, chapter 2 (excerpt) 

Writing assignment 3

Margulis, The Psychology of Music, chapter 2

Writing assignment 4

Margulis, The Psychology of Music, chapter 3

Midterm: 11/1/19



Week 6 (11/4–11/6) N.B.: No class on 11/8/19

Rhythm and entrainment; sonic analogs for dynamic 

processes; musical performance; music and gesture.

Week 7 (11/11–11/13–11/15)

Music and emotion

Week 8 (11/18–11/20–11/22)

Music and movement, cross-domain mapping, 

conceptual blending

Week 9 (11/25–11/27) N.B.: class will not meet on 

11/29/19–Thanksgiving “break”

Music in video games.

Week 10 (12/2–12/4)

Music and film, music and other media.

Final exam: Wednesday, December 11, 10:30–12:30

Margulis, The Psychology of Music, chapters 4–7

Zbikowski, Foundations of Musical Grammar, chapters 2 

and 4 (excerpts)

Writing assignment 5

Zbikowski, Foundations of Musical Grammar, chapter 3 

(excerpt)

Writing assignment 6

Zbikowski, Conceptualizing Music, chapter 2 (excerpt)

Zbikowski, Foundations of Musical Grammar, chapters 2 

and 5 (excerpts)

Writing assignment 7

Readings TBD

Readings TBD

Writing assignment 8

��

Attendance in all class meetings is required (as is adequate preparation for these meetings), and late work 
will not be accepted for grade.

ACCOMMODATIONS: The University of Chicago is committed to ensuring the full participation of all 
students in its programs. Please speak with me privately about any disabilities that may require 
accommodations. As a first step, please consult with the Office of Student Disability Services 
(http://disabilities.uchicago.edu/) so that we can develop an appropriate plan (via an Accommodation 
Determination Letter) together. Student Disability Services is located at 5501 South Ellis Avenue.

TECHNOLOGY: Although I like my technology as well as the next person, it can oftentimes be 
distracting. With that in mind, we will try to have a (mostly) device-free classroom, save for projecting 
images or playing recordings, or when we really need to consult an electronic document.

��

Policies:

Late assignments are not accepted for grade.

Your final grade will be determined on the basis of the following distribution:

Eight short written assignments  40%
Participation (includes 1 visit to office hours) 25%
Midterm     15%
Final      20%
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