Classics of Social and Political Thought I
Social Sciences (SOSC) 15100 – University of Chicago, Autumn 2020

Mondays & Wednesdays, 1:50-3:10pm (section 15), 4:10–5:30pm (section 14),

Daragh Grant
djgrant@uchicago.edu
Individual Office Hours: Thursdays, 10:00am-6:00pm (by appointment) — Please sign up a day in advance on Canvas
Group Office Hours: Fridays, 11:00am-2:00pm (section 14); 3:00-4:30, 5:00-6:30pm (section 15)

Teaching Intern: Anjali Mohan, anjalimohan@uchicago.edu (section 14)
Office Hours: Thursdays, 4:00-5:00pm

Teaching Intern: Anthony Lanz, aelanz@uchicago.edu (section 15)
Office Hours: Thursdays, 1:00-2:00pm



Sequence Overview 

Classics of Social and Political Thought invites students to participate in a year-long conversation about human flourishing. We will consider what it means to live a good and distinctively human life, and we will explore how we might pursue such a life. What role do our fellow human beings play in its attainment? How can our social and political arrangements support and hinder this pursuit? 

We will begin in the autumn quarter by investigating the nature and purpose of political life. Why do humans form political communities? What qualifies someone for citizenship in them and who should rule? What roles do justice, virtue, and law play in our political communities? Is it ever acceptable to violate the laws that govern us? We will examine how these questions were answered by Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, and Machiavelli. In addition to studying the substance of their political theories, we will analyze the principles and assumptions that animate them. We will pay especially close attention to how these theorists’ accounts of human nature informed their ideas about political life.

We will continue to explore theories about the nature and purpose of political life in the second part of the course, but our discussions of flourishing in the winter quarter will also begin to concentrate on questions about the ways in which political communities are organized and ruled. For instance, what is the basis of our political obligations and rights? Should people play a role in their own governance? If so, how should they navigate conflicts between their individual interests and the common good? Furthermore, is it acceptable for certain individuals or groups to have more political power and rights than others? As we take up these questions, we will also examine the meaning of concepts such as sovereignty, freedom, and equality, as well as the relationship between politics and religion. Our readings will include texts by Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, and Wollstonecraft.   

In the final quarter of the sequence, we will turn to texts by nineteenth- and twentieth-century writers who developed critiques of existing social and political conditions. They include Tocqueville, Marx, Nietzsche, Du Bois, and de Beauvoir. These writers will invite us to explore a variety of ideas about the ways in which domination appears and operates within liberal democracies and capitalist societies, as well as the requirements for overcoming it. We will also examine the meaning of values such as equality, progress, self-reliance, thrift, morality, and truth, and we will consider how these values shape human lives. Finally, throughout the quarter we will use the assigned texts as resources for learning about the practice of social critique. We will consider how it can serve society, as well as how we might use the concepts and models of inquiry that we find in our texts to analyze present social and political conditions. What kinds of lives do they allow us to lead?  

Autumn Quarter Course Requirements

If possible, please arrive to class 5 minutes before the designated start time. Your video will be turned off by default, so you should turn on your camera when you arrive (unless you have explained to me why you cannot do so). Your microphone will be on by default, and you should feel free—in fact, encouraged—to chat to one another while you are waiting for class to start.

(1) Every student is required to meet with me in office hours at some point on Thursday, October 1 or Friday, October 2. You can sign up for these office hours via Canvas. If you cannot make any of the available times, please let me know as soon as possible and I will arrange an alternate time to meet with you.

(2) Students should come to each class prepared to participate in a discussion of the reading assignment. Class participation requires you to read and take notes on the text that we are studying, and to be willing to contribute questions and comments to our conversations. It also requires you to listen carefully to what your classmates have to say: the most successful participants will advance the discussion by directly engaging the contributions of others. Needless to say, this requirement will be rendered more challenging in an online forum like Zoom, but you should know that my expectations will take account of this very different format. Nevertheless, I expect you to give your full attention to our discussions during class time. You should not have any other application open on your computer during class and you should continue to take notes with a pen and paper. [20% of final grade]

· Although I know that staring at a screen can be taxing, I want to aim to use all of our class time each week for face-to-face conversations, as these are an indispensable means for developing our abilities to collectively read, interpret, and argue about the meaning of a text.

(3) You are also asked to write a brief paragraph once a week that develops a question about the day’s reading assignment. This exercise will help you to prepare for class discussions. Your paragraph should be at least 150 words and the question should focus on a specific passage, argument, or concept that you find puzzling or especially thought-provoking. As you develop your questions, please feel free to draw productive connections between the texts that we are reading in this course and current events, as well as connections between our texts and those that you have read (or are reading) for other courses. Whatever approach you take, be sure to include page numbers for reference. Half of the class will prepare a question for Mondays and half of the class will prepare a question for Wednesdays; these assignments will be made during the first week of the course and your first question is due in week two. Questions should be submitted via the Assignments section of Canvas by 9am on the morning of your assigned day. (Please disregard the generic due date that shows up in Canvas at the end of each week).

You will receive credit for your weekly questions if you fulfill the stated requirements and submit your work on time. I will give you credit for one late submission if I receive it within a week of its due date; otherwise, late submissions will not be accepted. [10% of final grade]

(4) Each student will be assigned to take minutes of 500-1,000 words for a class session during the quarter. Minutes should be taken by hand, and then subsequently typed up and posted on the discussion board within 24 hours after the session. These minutes should not be a transcript of the class, but should summarize major points discussed in class, indicate who made them, and highlight important issues that were not sufficiently discussed. In the event that more than one student is assigned to take minutes for a single class, they should not collaborate in preparing their minutes, but should produce separate records of the class discussion. A schedule will be posted to Canvas outlining when each student is required to take minutes by the end of first week. [10% of final grade]

(5) Beginning in week 2, every student is required to attend group office hours for one 30-minute session per week. Group office hours are an opportunity for three students to discuss a text, assignment, or some implication of the reading with me—and with one another. These meetings offer students an opportunity to extend our conversations beyond the classroom, but also to get to know one another a little better and in a less crowded digital space than Zoom sessions sometimes allow. [10% of final grade]

(6) Finally, you will complete two essays and a preparatory assignment for each one.

· After receiving the instructions for each essay, you will complete a writing exercise ahead of an in-class writing workshop (to be held on Wednesday, October 14 and Wednesday, November 18). The exercises will be completed in lieu of a reading assignment and an email copy is due 30 minutes prior to the beginning of class. [5% of final grade]

· Essay 1: 1500–1750 words, due on Saturday, November 7 at 5 PM
· You will work on this essay in two phases. First, you will submit the framework of the paper: 1) a thesis; 2) a point-based outline that presents the specific claim that each paragraph of your essay will develop in order to defend your thesis; and 3) textual evidence that could be cited in support of these claims. The first workshop will prepare you for this assignment, which is due on Saturday, October 24 at 12:00 PM. You will receive written feedback but no letter grade. Late assignments will be subject to the late-essay policy (see below), which will impact your grade for the first essay. You will build upon and revise this framework in order to complete the final draft of the paper.

· Additionally, all students must meet with a Sosc writing advisor at least once when working on this paper. Information on accessing these resources can be found here. 

·  When you submit the final draft of your essay you will also include a brief reflection (300–500 words) that describes: 1) what you found most challenging about writing your essay; 2) something that you learned while writing it; 3) something that your essay does well; 4) something that you could do to improve your essay. [20% of final grade]

· Essay 2: 1500–1750 words, due on Monday, December 7 at 5 PM, along with a brief reflection (300–500 words) that describes: 1) how you have improved as a writer during the autumn quarter; and 2) the areas of your writing that you would like to improve upon going forward [25% of final grade]

You must complete all writing assignments in order to receive a final grade for the course. 

Accessibility

The University of Chicago is committed to ensuring equitable access to our academic programs and services. Students with disabilities who have been approved for the use of academic accommodations by Student Disability Services (SDS) and need a reasonable accommodation(s) to participate fully in this course should follow the procedures established by SDS for using accommodations. Timely notifications are required in order to ensure that your accommodations can be implemented. Please meet with me to discuss your access needs in this class after you have completed the SDS procedures for requesting accommodations. 

Phone: (773) 702-6000

Email: disabilities@uchicago.edu 

Zoom Access

The access information contained here is confidential, and should not be shared with anybody who is not registered to participate in my sections of Classics of Social and Political Thought I. Unless you have my express permission, you should not attempt to access any meeting other than those for which you are an enrolled student.

By attending course sessions, students acknowledge that: 

1. They will not: (i) record, share, or disseminate University of Chicago course sessions, videos, transcripts, audio, or chats; (ii) retain such materials after the end of the course; or (iii) use such materials for any purpose other than in connection with participation in the course. 

2. They will not share links to University of Chicago course sessions with any persons not authorized to be in the course session. Sharing course materials with persons authorized to be in the relevant course is permitted. Syllabi, handouts, slides, and other documents may be shared at the discretion of the instructor. 

3. Course recordings, content, and materials may be covered by copyrights held by the University, the instructor, or third parties. Any unauthorized use of such recordings or course materials may violate such copyrights. 

4. Any violation of this policy will be referred to the Area Dean of Students. 

You should be able to link to these meetings from Canvas. Failing that, you should be able to access them by logging into the Zoom website and searching the section meetings using the below identifying information. All of the class meetings have the same identifying information. I am also providing a US telephone number for anyone who has difficulty accessing an audio feed, or difficulty logging in. This number will allow you to access and participate in the meeting using a telephone. If you are dialing in from an international location, you can find the relevant telephone number here: https://uchicago.zoom.us/zoomconference?u=I1OSedt5_M4Yg-sxTJI4huKJ9LdwhkjWhSznpGAg87A

Some additional notes:

1. Please go to https://uchicago.zoom.us/ to set up your Zoom account and download the Zoom app before our first scheduled class meeting.

2. The University of Chicago has requested that instructors record all class sessions conducted via Zoom. It is my intention to abide by this request, but I do not intend to share these recordings with you unless under exceptional circumstances (i.e., where synchronous meetings become impossible for some or all students), and I will erase all of these recordings at the end of the quarter. In the event that a student is compelled to miss a class, I would rather make up that time in office hours than make the recording available. I am willing to be flexible on this policy, however, if I am given a compelling reason as to why these videos should be shared. I am happy to discuss this policy with you in our opening class, but it might be worth noting that my aim here is to balance considerations of student privacy with those of student access. All recordings in which students are personally identifiable will be managed in accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). All recordings will be automatically deleted 90 days after the date of the recording. 

3. As a matter of course, please keep your microphone muted when you are not speaking, to avoid interfering with other’s efforts to speak. (the mute button is found on the bottom left of the Zoom window)

4. There is an expectation in this class that students will be actively engaged and will have their camera on at all times during class. If you need an exception to be made to this policy, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me to discuss this possibility. 

5. If you are having difficulty maintaining a robust internet connection, this may be ameliorated by turning off your camera (the camera on/off button is also found on the bottom left of the Zoom window). If this becomes a persistent issue, please reach out to me so that we can discuss ways that you may stay fully engaged in our class discussions.

6. Bandwidth problems will also be lessened if you keep your Zoom window in “Speaker view.” The alternative—“Gallery view”—uses a considerable amount of bandwidth. Using it may impair your ability to maintain a stable connection to Zoom. 

7. Lastly, if you wish to speak, please use the “raise hand” function, which can be found at the bottom of the “Participants” panel. You may also raise your own hand on camera, though if I don’t seem to be calling on you, please default to the “raise hand” function to get my attention. 

SECTION 14

Zoom meeting Link: https://uchicago.zoom.us/j/95658483613?pwd=NHVOd3YvcEVvektmSERUSGVYemVWQT09

Meeting ID: 956 5848 3613

US Tollfree Telephone numbers: 877 853 5247 or 888 788 0099

SECTION 15

Zoom meeting Link: https://uchicago.zoom.us/j/98491884655?pwd=ZWlXRFVwRDM5V1YyU2RiUXNTclhBQT09

Meeting ID: 984 9188 4655

US Tollfree Telephone numbers: 877 853 5247 or 888 788 0099

Late Essay Policy

Please let me know should you ever find yourself in the position of having to submit your papers late. I do not need to know why your work is late, but it is important to maintain communication when this happens. You may use a total of two 24-hour extensions on Essays 1 and 2. You may use these however you wish: you can use both on a single assignment, or you can use one on each assignment. You do not need to tell me in advance that you are using your extensions; simply write that you are doing so at the top of your paper. Please keep in mind that these extensions cannot be broken into smaller pieces. If you submit a paper 6 hours late you must give up one of your 24-hour extensions. Late papers that are submitted beyond the extension period will be penalized 2/3 of a letter grade per day (e.g. an A- paper one day late becomes a B). 

Finally, all essays will be submitted by email. If there is a problem with your submission, I will contact you via email and you will be expected to email me a new file the same day that you receive my message, otherwise the paper will be counted as late. You will not be granted a grace period simply because you didn’t check your email account. 




Absences

Participation in class discussions is the basis of learning in seminar courses, so absences of any kind are taken seriously and will impact your grade. After you have missed two classes, you will automatically lose a full letter from your participation grade for each subsequent absence. You will be ineligible for a letter grade for the course after your fifth absence and you must instead request a W from your advisor. 

Per university policy, you will not be penalized for an absence due to a religious observance if you let me know about it at the beginning of the quarter. 

Students who have been exposed to or who are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 should contact UChicago Student Wellness immediately to be tested, and reach out to their area Dean of Students to request accommodations for classes until: 

· At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared and; 

· At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery- defined as resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath). 

Finally, coming late to class affects your own ability to participate and disrupts the learning of others. Tardiness will therefore negatively impact your participation grade. 

Individual Office hours

All students are required to attend my office hours in the first week. I encourage everyone to come to my office hours at least once more during the quarter, in addition to the regular group office hours requirement. I am happy to discuss the reading and writing assignments with you, and it is especially important to see me if at any point you are struggling in the course. Please sign up for office hours a day in advance through Canvas: go to our course’s homepage and click on the link for “Daragh Grant – Office Hours” at the top of the Course Summary. If no appointments show up, make sure that you have our class selected in the list of calendars on the right side of the page.

If you have a class, job, or extracurricular activity during my regular office hours, or if all of the appointments are already booked, you may set up an appointment at another time via email. Please include the days and times that you are available in your message. If you don’t have another obligation during my office hours, I ask that you sign up for an appointment during that time. Please also cancel your appointment as soon as possible should you no longer be able to make it. 

Once you have signed-up for individual office hours, you can attend them by following this link: https://uchicago.zoom.us/j/9214842612?pwd=cU1uQ3JGdXBHZjZ0Tklhcnc4V2Y0UT09. Password (if prompted): Plato~428




Group Office hours

You can sign up for group office hours through Canvas: go to our course’s homepage and click on the link for “Daragh Grant – Group Office Hours.” Each 30-minute slot is limited to 3 students. You must sign up for one, and only one, slot per week, though it need not be the same slot every week. If you cannot meet at any of the available times, please contact me as soon as possible so that I might arrange an extra group office hour slot that you can make.

Once you have signed-up for group office hours, you can attend them by following this link: https://uchicago.zoom.us/j/9214842612?pwd=cU1uQ3JGdXBHZjZ0Tklhcnc4V2Y0UT09. Password (if prompted): Plato~428 

Writing Advisors

Designated Sosc Writing Advisers are available to meet with you by appointment. You can find a schedule from writing advisors here, along with information on additional writing workshops that can help you to grow as a writer. 

All students must make use of these resources on the first paper assignment. 

Policy on electronic devices

You should not be using any electronic device other than the device that you use to access Zoom during class — and you should refrain from reading or answering email, or from using other texting or chat programs during class.

Plagiarism 

Proven plagiarism of any kind may result in automatic failure of the course. At minimum, you will receive an F for the assignment and the case will be referred to the University for further disciplinary action. There will be no exceptions to this rule. You should consult the course’s writing guidelines or contact me immediately if you are ever unsure about what constitutes plagiarism. I have also included a statement from the American Historical Association with this syllabus, which offers a detailed description of norms of academic honesty.

Required texts

The following texts are available for purchase at the Seminary Co-Op Bookstore. Please use these editions of the texts to aid in the in-class discussion of specific passages. 

Plato, The Republic, trans. Bloom (Basic Books, 1991 or 2016)
Aristotle, The Politics, trans. Reeve (Hackett, 2017) [orange cover]
Thomas Aquinas, On Law, Morality, and Politics, trans. Regan, 2nd ed. (Hackett, 2003)
Niccolò Machiavelli, The Prince, trans. Mansfield, 2nd ed. (University of Chicago Press, 1998)

Schedule

Wednesday, September 30	 Introduction – no reading assignment 

Monday, October 5 		Plato, Republic, Book I

Wednesday, October 7		Plato, Republic, Book II to Book III, 394e
[essay assignment distributed]

Friday, October 9	Group Office Hours (all students must sign-up for and attend one 30-minute office hour)

Monday, October 12 	Plato, Republic, Book III, 394e to Book IV, 433b 
*everyone submits a question*

Wednesday, October 14	Writing Workshop

	Friday, October 16		Group Office Hours

Monday, October 19		Plato, Republic, Book IV 433b to Book V, 463a 

Wednesday, October 21	Plato, Republic, Book V 463a to Book VI, 497b

Friday, October 23		Group Office Hours

Essay framework due Saturday, October 24 at 12:00 PM

Monday, October 26		Plato, Republic, Book VI, 497b to end of Book VII

Wednesday, October 28	Plato, Republic, Book VIII to Book IX, 580a

Friday, October 30		Group Office Hours

Monday, November 2	Plato, Republic, Book IX, 580a to end of Book X

Wednesday, November 4	Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I (Canvas); Politics, Book I, chapters 1–7, 12–13

Friday, November 6		Group Office Hours

Essay 1 due Saturday, November 7 at 5 PM

Monday, November 9	Aristotle, Politics, Book III, chap. 1–5 and Book VII, chapters 1–3, 13–15; Nicomachean Ethics, Book X, chapters 6–9 (Canvas)

Wednesday, November 11	Aquinas, Summa Theologica, I–II, Q. 90–93 (pp. 10–40)
[essay assignment distributed]

Friday, November 13		Group Office Hours

Monday, November 16	Aquinas, Summa Theologica, I–II, Q. 94–96; II–I, Q. 100 A.1; II–II Q. 57 and Q. 58, A. 1 and 2 (pp. 40–69; 76–77; 97–108) 
	*everyone submits a question*

Wednesday, November 18	Writing Workshop

Friday, November 20		Group Office Hours

Monday, November 30 	Machiavelli, The Prince, Dedicatory Letter and chapters 1–14
				
Wednesday, December 2	Machiavelli, The Prince, chapters 15–26
				Complete course evaluation

Friday, December 4		Group Office Hours

Essay 2 due Monday, December 7 at 5 PM
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