
SOSC 13100: Social Science Inquiry I  
 

 

DETAILS 

Remote for the Fall 2020 quarter 

TuTh 1PM – 2:20PM (section 3) / 2:40 PM – 4 PM (section 4) 

Course website on Canvas 

wschultz@uchicago.edu 

 

INSTRUCTOR 

Dr. William Schultz 

Virtual “Town hall” office hours (the day can be flexible from week to week) 

• WEDNESDAY from 1PM-2PM 

• WEDNESDAY from 9PM-10PM 

One-on-one Zoom meetings by appointment 

 

 

“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to understand more, so that 

we may fear less.” ― Marie Curie 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

It is easy to come up with stories that sound like they explain social phenomena around the world, or 

what the impacts of a public policy choice will be. But how do we determine whether those stories are 

accurate, or useful? The answer: science. 

 

As the course catalog explains, this sequence provides students with an introduction to the philosophy 

of social science inquiry, a sense of how that inquiry is conducted, and an understanding of how policy 

implications can be drawn responsibly from evidence provided by empirical social science. The 

sequence's objective is to expose students to both classic and contemporary perspectives on the 

promise of social science, as well as a sense of its uses and abuses. 

 

The first course in this sequence (the Autumn Quarter) focuses on the basics of social science, and the 

basics of quantitative research design in the social sciences. The second course will introduce you to 

various statistical topics that are foundational for doing quantitative social science. You’ll also learn how 

to use a statistical computing environment called R. Finally, the third course will be more of a workshop, 

where I guide each of you through completing your own research project. 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

I’m providing the course material in both synchronous and asynchronous formats to make sure that it is 

accessible to students who are not able to easily participate synchronously. I only request that students 

reach out to me if you need to take in the class material asynchronously, so that we can plan occasional 

Zoom meetings to touch base about the class (you don’t need to prove to me in your email that you 

cannot participate synchronously). 



 

I’ll post presentation slides for each class day on Canvas. I’ll also host virtual class sessions in which I’ll 

present those slides and discuss the material with students as in a normal in-person course. I’ll record 

those virtual sessions and post them to Canvas. I’m not grading attendance in the virtual class sessions 

(as you can see below), but students should keep in mind that there will sometimes be important 

material in the recorded classes that are not in the slides. Some class sessions this quarter will be more 

discussion oriented, while other sessions will be more lecture oriented. 

 

I’ll happily answer questions over email, but I encourage students to post questions about the course 

material on the Canvas discussion board when possible. Often, if something is confusing you, it is 

confusing to others as well. It’s helpful for me to know what material students are struggling with. 

 

My scheduled office hours for this course will be virtual “town hall” Zoom meetings for students to drop 

in either individually or as a group and ask questions about the material. You can come and go from 

these meetings whenever you like. I’ve scheduled some time for these later in the evening that may be 

more reasonable for students who are not in the Central US time zone. All students are, of course, 

welcome to attend the later timeslot. Private meetings are available by appointment for anyone who 

wants them; we can always find a time that works for you. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS 

There is no textbook for the first course in this sequence. I’ll post your readings on Canvas. It’s important 

that you do them. I do my best to limit the amount of reading I assign without threatening your 

education by leaving something important out. That’s my end of the bargain. Your end of the bargain is 

keeping up with the readings I do assign. Sometimes the readings will cover the same material I’m 

discussing in lecture to reinforce it, other times it will cover different material than my lectures to give 

you a broader understanding of that day’s topic. 

 

GRADING PHILOSOPHY AND EXPECTATIONS 

Grades in college have several purposes: assessment; signaling a student’s overall ability; and signaling a 

student’s effort to master the course material. In my personal view, the last purpose is most important. 

That is my priority when designing and grading assignments.  

 

EARNING YOUR GRADE 

Your overall grade will be out of 300 points. 

 

Three review quizzes (on Canvas): 90 points = 30% 

- Each quiz is worth 30 points, and you can retake each ONCE. Open notes. 

- These are due by the end of the semester (December 4th
 at 11:59PM). However, I 

recommend you take them earlier rather than later. I indicate in the schedule below 

when these quizzes will be available online. 

 

Homeworks / participation: 90 points = 30% 



- There will be a brief homework associated with most class sessions. They will always 

be at the end of the lecture slides for that day. You can skip two over the course of 

the quarter. 

- Sometimes these will involve writing quick responses (i.e., a few sentences) to a 

couple questions about the assigned readings. Other times I will get more creative. 

Think of this as your participation grade (they will often involve discussion board 

posts). These should not take too long to complete, and I’ll grade them leniently. 

- Starting on November 10th, the homework assignments will require you to briefly 

summarize the research designs of published studies. I provide multiple options for 

each homework in the syllabus below, so that you can hopefully find a paper that 

you are more interested in. This will be your assigned reading for those days. A 

rubric on Canvas will cover the details of this assignment.  

 

Three short writing assignments: 120 points = 40% 

- 40 points each 

- Due dates are also in the course schedule below: Sunday October 18th; Sunday 

November 8th, and Thursday December 3rd. All papers are due by 11:59PM. 

- 1-3 pages in length depending on the assignment (double spaced) is all I expect. 

- I will post rubrics/instructions for these assignments at least 3 weeks before the due 

dates. The rubric for the first assignment will be available at the start of this course. 

 

MISSED/LATE ASSIGNMENTS 

I accept missed assignments without penalty for documented medical reasons, family crises, call to 

active military duty or jury duty, religious holy days, and official University activities. I also give 

deference to parents with dependent children who are sick.  

 

Otherwise, late assignments drop 10% of their full worth for each day they are late, but you can still 

submit them to me through email. 

 

PETITIONS FOR A GRADE CHANGE 

I consider written petitions for a change of grade on assignments. However, I require students to wait 

two business days after receiving a grade before submitting their petition.  

 

EMAIL POLICY 

Please include your first and last name and course information in the subject line of your email. When I 

receive your email, I will make effort to respond in a timely manner, usually within 48 hours. You may 

receive a reply sooner than that, but you should not expect an immediate response. Please treat all 

email correspondences with your instructor as you would treat any other professional exchange. I 

expect emails to be respectful and polite, to use correct grammar and complete sentences. 

 

 

 

The course schedule begins on the next page. 

 



Schedule 
 

A philosophy of science 

 

Class 1, Tuesday, September 29th — Introduction to the class; what makes science special? 

Recommended reading: 

• Chalmers (1976). Introduction. What is this Thing Called Science? 

 

Class 2, Thursday, October 1st — The logic of the scientific method 

Read for today: 

• DeCarlo (2018). Inductive and Deductive Reasoning, pp. 153-160. From Scientific Inquiry in Social 

Work. 

o This is an open textbook under a creative commons license. It’s free. 

o You can find it here: https://scientificinquiryinsocialwork.pressbooks.com/.  

• Rothchild (2006). Induction, Deduction, and The Scientific Method: an Eclectic Overview of the 

Practice of Science. Society for the Study of Reproduction. 

o Read everything up until “Being a Scientist” (including the abstract) 

o The “Being a Scientist” section is worth skimming if you have time, but less relevant to 

the point of today’s lecture. 

 

Class 3, Tuesday, October 6th — Where do scientific advancements come from? 

Read for today: 

• Freedman (1991). Statistical Models and Shoe Leather. Sociological Methodology. 

o Pages 293 – 300 (“Some Examples from Epidemiology”) 

• Platt (1964). Strong Inference. Science. 

o Pages 347-348 (the introduction) 

o Pages 349-350 (“Induction and Multiple Hypotheses”) 

o Pages 351-352 (“A Yardstick of Effectiveness” to end)  

 

A “social” science? 

 

Class 4, Thursday, October 8th — Can we study the social world scientifically? 

Read for today: 

• McIntyre (2006). Ch. 2 in The Dark Ages: The Case for a Science of Human Behavior. 

o Pages 27-41 are the most important. What are the different common objections to 

social science, and McIntyre’s response to each? 

o Available as an e-book through the university library. 

 

Class 5, Tuesday, October 13th — The goals of quantitative social science 

Read for today: 

• Mahoney and Goertz (2006). A Tale of Two Cultures: Contrasting Quantitative and Qualitative 

Research. Political Analysis. 

o Pages 230 – 234 (“Approaches to Explanation” and “Concepts of Causation”) 

https://scientificinquiryinsocialwork.pressbooks.com/


o Pages 237 – 241 (“Scope and Causal Generalization” and “Case Selection Practices”) 

o Page 243 – 244 (“Lack of Fit”) 

 

Developing and evaluating social science theories 

 

REVIEW QUIZ 1 AVAILABLE ON CANVAS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15th, 9AM 

 

Class 6, Thursday, October 15th — Developing useful social theories 

Read for today: 

• March and Lave (1975). Introduction to models in the social sciences. 

o Pages 10-16 (beginning of the PDF) 

o Page 19-20 (“A Model of the Model-Building Process”; starts on page 5 of the PDF) 

o Pages 21-24 (“Responsibility Corrupts”; starts on page 6 of the PDF) 

o Pages 40-42 (“Three Rules of Thumb for model building”; starts on page 16 of the PDF) 

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT 1 DUE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18th, 11:59PM 

 

Class 7, Tuesday, October 20th — Evaluating social theories 

Read for today: 

• Friedman (1953). “The Methodology of Positive Economics” in Essays in Positive Economics. 

o Pages 145-153 

o Pages 156-158 

▪ Paragraph starting with “Let us turn now to another example…” through the 

paragraph starting with “It is only a short step from these examples”. 

o Pages 171 and 172 

 

Class 8, Thursday, October 22nd — Theory change in the social sciences 

Read for today: 

• Brush (1996). Dynamics of theory change in the social sciences: Relative deprivation and 

collective violence. Journal of Conflict Resolution. 

o “Introduction” and “Historical sketch” 

o Pages 535-536 

o “Conclusions” 

 

Quantitative social science research design 

 

Class 9, Tuesday, October 27th — Selecting and comparing cases 

Read for today:  

• Geddes (1990). How the Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get: Selection Bias in 

Comparative Politics. Political Analysis. 

o Pages 131-141 

o Page 146-end 

• Gerring (2004). What Is a Case Study and What Is It Good for? American Political Science Review. 

o Look over Table 1 and Table 2. 



 

Class 10, Thursday, October 29th — Measurement in social science research 

Read for today: 

• Kellstedt and Whitten (1990). Chapter 5, Sections 5.2 through 5.5. In The Fundamentals of 

Political Science Research, Second Edition. 

 

Tuesday, November 3rd — Election day, no class 

 

Class 11, Thursday, November 5th — Making causal inferences 

Read for today: 

• Levitt (2004). Understanding Why Crime Fell in the 1990s: Four Factors That Explain the Decline 

and Six That Do Not. Journal of Economic Perspectives. 

o Pages 163-176 are most important.  

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT 2 DUE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8th, 11:59PM 

 

REVIEW QUIZ 2 AVAILABLE ON CANVAS, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10th, 9AM 

 

Class 12, Tuesday, November 10th — Experimental designs: laboratory 

Read for today (see Class 11 homework assignment): 

• Pick ONE of the laboratory experiment studies listed below 

o Political science / sociology — Gilliam and Iyengar (2000). Prime suspects: The influence 

of local television news on the viewing public. American Journal of Political Science. 

o Psychology / sociology — Darley and Latane (1968). Bystander Intervention in 

Emergencies: Diffusion of Responsibility. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 

o Criminology — Wells and Bradfield (1998). "Good, you identified the suspect": Feedback 
to eyewitnesses distorts their reports of the witnessing experience. Journal of Applied 
Psychology. 

o Economics / business — Camerer and Lovallo (1999). Overconfidence and excess entry: 
An experimental approach. American Economic Review. 

 

Class 13, Thursday, November 12th — Experimental designs: other 

Read for today (TWO papers total; see Class 12 homework assignment): 

• Pick ONE of the field experiment studies listed below 

o Environmental studies — Jayachandran et al. (2017). Cash for carbon: A randomized trial 

of payments for ecosystem services to reduce deforestation. Science. 

o Public health — Dupas, et al. (2016). Targeting health subsidies through a nonprice 

mechanism: A randomized controlled trial in Kenya. Science. 

o Psychology / Criminology — Keizer, Lindenberg, and (2008). The spreading of 

disorder. Science. 

o Political science — Gerber, Green, and Larimer (2008). Social pressure and voter 

turnout: Evidence from a large-scale field experiment. American Political Science 

Review. 

• Pick ONE of the natural experiment studies listed below 



o Public health / psychology — Costello et al. (2003). Relationships between poverty and 

psychopathology: A natural experiment. Jama. 

o Economics / political science — Miguel (2004). Tribe or nation? Nation building and 

public goods in Kenya versus Tanzania. World Politics. 

o Political science / anthropology / sociology — Posner (2004). The political salience of 

cultural difference: Why Chewas and Tumbukas are allies in Zambia and adversaries in 

Malawi. American Political Science Review. 

 

Class 14, Thursday, November 19th — Observational designs: cross-sectional and time-series studies 

Read for today (TWO papers total; see Class 13 homework assignment): 

• Pick ONE of the cross-sectional studies listed below 

o Environmental studies – Chhatre and Agrawal (2009). Trade-offs and synergies between 

carbon storage and livelihood benefits from forest commons. Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences. 

o Economics / sociology — Carroll et al. (1994). Are there cultural effects on saving? Some 

cross-sectional evidence. The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 

o Public health / economics — Kennedy et al. (1996). Income distribution and mortality: 

cross sectional ecological study of the Robin Hood index in the United States. BMJ. 

o Criminology / public heath — Kawachi et al. (1999). Crime: social disorganization and 

relative deprivation. Social science & medicine. 

• Pick ONE of the time series studies listed below 

o Criminology / sociology — Campbell and Ross (1968). The Connecticut Crackdown on 

Speeding: Time-Series Data in Quasi-Experimental Analysis. Law & Society Review. 

o Political Science — McLaren (1999). Explaining Right-Wing Violence in Germany: A Time 

Series Analysis. Social Science Quarterly. 

o Business / psychology — Pearce, Stevenson, and Perry (1985). Managerial 

compensation based on organizational performance: A time series analysis of the effects 

of merit pay. Academy of Management journal. 

o Sociology — South (1985). Economic Conditions and the Divorce Rate: A Time-series 

Analysis of the Postwar United States. Journal of Marriage and the Family. 

 

Thanksgiving break 

 

REVIEW QUIZ 3 AVAILABLE ON CANVAS, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1st, 9AM 

 

Class 15, Tuesday, December 1st — Observational designs: TSCS studies 

Read for today (see Class 15 homework assignment): 

• Pick ONE of the TSCS studies listed below 

o Political science / psychology — Margalit (2013). Explaining social policy preferences: 

Evidence from the Great Recession. American Political Science Review. 

o Public health / psychology — Wolke et al. (2013). Impact of bullying in childhood on 

adult health, wealth, crime, and social outcomes. Psychological science. 

o Economics / political science — Ross, M. L. (2004). Does taxation lead to 

representation? British journal of political science. 



o Political science – Davenport, Moore, and Poe (2003). Sometimes you just have to leave: 

Domestic threats and forced migration, 1964-1989. International Interactions. 

o Environmental studies — McDermott et al. (2019). The blue paradox: Preemptive 

overfishing in marine reserves. The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

 

Class 16, Thursday, December 3rd — Review, and what’s next? 

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT 3 DUE THURSDAY DECEMBER 3rd, 11:59PM 

 

REVIEW QUIZZES DUE, FRIDAY DECEMBER 4th, 11:59PM 

 

 

 


