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NOTE FROM CMS CHAIR DAN MORGAN
Dear CMS Graduates,

You have completed the rigorous requirements of the CMS major, and earned a B.A. degree
from the University of Chicago. You have put your great talents to work with extraordinary
results. Congratulations are always in order on such an occasion, but you, the Class of 2021,
deserve special recognition.
If “unprecedented” is certainly an overused word, it does seem to apply to the past year. It’s
not that everything before was calm, normal, or even under control, but the sheer speed of
change, of new information—and of new kinds of information—has been overwhelming. The
challenges have also changed so rapidly. From the repeated lockdowns in both city and
university, and the concern about the health of family and friends, to the long-awaited roll-out
of vaccines to the ravages of COVID-19 in India; from the stress and worry over the
presidential election (and its ongoing aftermath), to the ongoing work of Black Lives Matter,
and the struggles against institutionalized forms of oppression—every day, every week, every
month, has seemed to bring something new, something dif cult, something unbearable.
And yet you have done so much, and done it so well. The theses you produced, both written
and creative, were extraordinary, and give ample evidence as to your astonishing abilities. But
more than that. We have had you in our classes during this time, and the effort, time, and care
that you have put in, and the amazing discussions that have resulted, have been one of the
few constant sources of pleasure during a period of remote instruction. We have been deeply
moved, not just by everything you have done but by the way you have done it—especially the
seriousness, mixed with ever-present wry humor, with which you have approached your work.
It has been impressive.
On behalf of all the faculty of CMS, I congratulate you on your accomplishments and wish you
well in your future endeavors.

Dan Morgan
Chair, Department of Cinema and Media Studies
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GRADUATING CMS MINORS

DACE EATON

Major in Chemistry

JAKE FAUSKE

Major in Economics

DAVIS FRIDLEY

Major in Mathematics

JINGHONG MIAO
Major in Mathematics

ERIKA RIEPE
Major in History

JORGE SANCHEZ
Major in Astrophysics

JENNY SHAO

Major in Economics

SHREYA SHETTIGAR
Major in Economics

DANIEL STEIN

Major in Astrophysics

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR MINORS! WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST
IN THE FUTURE, AND THANK YOU FOR BEING A PART OF CMS!
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STANDARD-TRACK MAJORS
MICHAEL BURKE

Majors in Cinema and Media Studies and Economics
Notes from Instructors I especially remember Michael’s contribution to the discussion thread on Boy and the World
for the course, “Economic Objects.” The post was so vivid and well-developed. It was certainly
representative of Michael’s work in the class—only more so. I share his feelings about that lm,
and wished very much we had had more time in class to talk about his great post and the lm.
- Salomé Skvirsky
I was consistently amazed at the manner in which Michael tenaciously approached research —
when he suggested a massive project reimagining the contemporary museum, I did not
expect him to develop a coherent theoretical (universal) argument concerning the future of
museology itself. What he presented was an impressive, massive undertaking for any
undergraduate (or graduate student!) — a 40+ page research assignment that managed to
feel like a quick read! Michael found use for theorists as diverse as Hito Steyerl, Nikolai
Federov, and Andy Warhol (and that's just to mention three!) to rethink the experience of the
museum space. I thoroughly enjoyed Michael’s voracious desire to learn more, read more,
and write more (and more!).
- Andrew Pettinelli

PARKER McWATTERS

Majors in Cinema and Media Studies and English Languages and Literatures
Notes from Instructors Parker took two classes with me—"Introduction to Film” and the “Advanced Seminar: Filming
the Police.” He did memorable work in both. In “Filming the Police,” I especially remember his
active and engaged participation during class discussions and his thoughtful written posts—
especially the ones on Egon Bittner and on Errol Morris. He was often the rst to post, setting
a serious and intense and always constructively skeptical example. Every week I looked
forward to reading those posts.
- Salomé Skvirsky
Parker’s rethinking of the place of emotion and technology in contemporary narrative lm
offered a unique lens through which we might consider the blockbuster superhero lm today
-- I’ll certainly think differently of the use of mechanical suits in the cinema after reading his
work!
- Andrew Pettinelli
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ELLA NAGLE

Majors in Cinema and Media Studies and Creative Writing
Notes from Instructors Ella brought much enthusiasm and vigor to our course. She gave an incredible show-and-tell
presentation about Amos and Andy that explained the conventions that paved the way for the
media we watched in our week on the sonic color line. For her nal project, she produced a
really engaging podcast that situated the Lizzie McGuire Movie in the larger historical and
industrial context of lip sync scandals in the early 2000s from Milli Vanilli to Ashlee Simpson.
The podcast was wonderfully edited and packed in a lot of memorable information in
a delightful way, which even included a reference to her mom's knowledge of Milli Vanilli. Ella
provided in-depth context for every one of her contributions, with touches of humor to boot.
- Amy Skjerseth
Sometimes the student you admit late into a course proves to be a real standout. Ella was a
last minute ADD in “Film and Fiction” last spring, and I never regretted that decision. She was
completely on top of all readings, assignments, and topics, an enlivening presence
throughout our rst quarter of Zoom teaching. And her nal paper, on Ryan
Coogler’s Fruitvale Station, written at the height of the George Floyd protests, was equally
strong on both the ctional and documentary aspects of that lm, especially sharp on
Coogler’s use of the actual cell phone footage of Oscar Grant’s murder.
- James Chandler

JOHNNY PARRY

Majors in Cinema and Media Studies and Creative Writing
Notes from Instructors An off-beat imagination infused with a love of irony. What an unusual story. I'll always
remember our discussions about the plot of your lm, and the mischievous ways you came
up with in getting rid of the con artist. Truly hilarious and tting.
- Judy Hoffman
Johnny Parry was a joy to have in “Filming the Police.” He could be relied upon to raise
provocative questions—in a constructive and good-humored way. I distinctly remember our
discussion of Errol Morris’s essay, “Which Came First, the Chicken or the Egg?,” in which
Johnny talked about an illustration in the piece that featured a drawn elephant in the frame.
Johnny made a memorable argument in class that day and in a similar discussion post. I'm
still thinking about what he said.
- Salomé Skvirsky
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BROOKE WERDLOW

Major in Cinema and Media Studies and a minor in Creative Writing
Notes from Instructors In “Critical Videogame Studies", Brooke Werdlow tackled unusual assignment types with
notable energy and results. For example, she composed a video essay about Toby Fox's
video game Deltarune and Immanuel Kant's ethics that stood out, even in a large lecture
course. The essay took up issues of autonomy and identity in the relationship between
players and avatars. At a technical level, the editing was also impressive and served the
philosophical argument well. For her nal project, Brooke collaborated on designing a
vertical platformer titled JUMPR that used the medium-speci c element of game mechanics
to produce an incisive and funny parody of social media platforms. It was a joy to see her
thrive across both analytical and creative work in media studies.
- Patrick Jagoda
Brooke’s work in my class on online gaming platforms, race, and in/visibility in social media
opened up countless spaces for exploration — an exciting research project that I hope will be
continued!
- Andrew Pettinelli

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU! WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST IN THE
FUTURE, AND THANK YOU FOR BEING A PART OF CMS!
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INTENSIVE-TRACK MAJORS: WRITTEN THESES
JACK CHAILLET
“The Fabric of Reality as Self-Assertion: Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder and
Panpsychism with Regards to Charlie Kaufman's Synecdoche, New York“
Advisor - Dan Morgan

Synopsis This essay explores my own personal philosophy on the source of reality and consciousness
through a psychological lens, and draws parallels between my experiences and the experience of
world-building in Kaufman's lm.

Notes from InstructorsTwo years on I still think that Jack's touching and unnerving nal project — where the face of
any viewer looking at the screen replaces the faces of the actors — might be lurking deep
inside any lm.
- Marc Downie
Jack wound up producing one of the most extraordinary and original theses that I have ever
read. His study of Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder and Charlie Kaufman’s Synecdoche, New
York not only provides an original reading of the lm but creates an almost experimental form
of writing that interweaves analysis of key scenes from the lm with Jack’s personal re ections
on his own experience with OCD. It is, literally, unlike any thesis I have ever advised, and an
astonishing achievement.
- Daniel Morgan

Jack’s thesis received Collegiate Honors. Jack is graduating with majors in Cinema and Media
Studies and Biological Sciences.
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HUGH GRAHAM
“Notes Toward An Aesthetic Critique of Gay Pornography”
Advisor - Jim Lastra

Synopsis I argue that gay pornography has historically been at the heart of gay lm, and that gay
pornographic form is the foundation of gay lm form as such. Furthermore, I assert that as gay
pornography bears the weight of centrally expressing gay life, a new gay lm criticism which
approaches it as a gay art form is required to do it justice.

Notes from Instructors His BA thesis, “Notes Toward An Aesthetic Critique of Gay Pornography,” is an excellent, and
at times outstanding critical essay that makes a genuine contribution to lm scholarship and
that corrects previous scholarship in a compelling and accurate fashion. Hugh’s thesis is the
kind of work we wish to foster in the department… In addition to engaging with a neglected
topic – gay pornography – Hugh makes a strong case for this neglect having serious
consequences for the our understanding of Queer cinema in general, and for lm history in
its broadest sense.
- Jim Lastra
I taught Hugh Graham in the “Advanced Seminar: Filming the Police” and in the IntensiveTrack Written Thesis workshop. Hugh was a wonderful presence in both classes. He managed
to combine a cooperative and collaborative stance toward his classmates—always nding the
best insights in the comments of others and building on them—with a critical, precise, and
analytical approach to the texts. His intellectual curiosity and drive to understand was
infectious.
- Salomé Skvirsky

Hugh’s thesis received Collegiate Honors. Hugh is graduating with a major in Cinema and Media
Studies.
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TOM KRISTENSEN
“Stereoscopic Disillusions”
Advisor - Dan Morgan

Synopsis “Stereoscopic Disillusions” is an exploration of Jean Luc Godard’s avant garde 3D lm Adieu
Au Langage (2014). The thesis examines how Godard’s work affects the current discourse on
3D in digital cinema, and further works to expand the de nition of cinematic montage to
include the stereoscopic effects shown in the lm.

Notes from Instructors A great cinematic eye and talent for collaborating. Oh, and did I say a great composer too, as
well as being smart? Our after class discussions were lled with problem-solving and laughter
about things that will remain unsaid here.
- Judy Hoffman
Always adding an incisive comment to any classroom, Tom excitedly offers a critical view on
everything from the pharmacology of media today to the history of cinematic production and
its afterlives in the digital. An astute thinker, and eager to discuss nearly anything, Tom even
managed to convince me to deal with Midsommar — quite a feat in itself! From reading Tom’s
papers when I was a CA in Kara Keeling’s Afrofuturism class to seeing his written work
develop in my own course on the contemporary state of the image, Tom has impressed with
his own theoretical interventions into the state of media and its studies today.
- Andrew Pettinelli

Tom’s thesis received Collegiate Honors. Tom is graduating with a major in Cinema and Media
Studies.
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SABRINA STERNBERG
“Unbridled Intertextuality: How Music Generates New Meaning in the
Age of Multimedia”
Advisor - Berthold Hoeckner

Synopsis Film music has become an integral part of telling stories and conveying information in our
new age of multimedia, yet we rarely discuss its effects. My thesis explores how the
intertextuality and circulation of lm music affects meaning in lm, as well as other media.

Notes from Instructors The strength and originality of the thesis lies with its interest in a largely neglected and
unexplored issue: namely the changing associations music accrues in combination with the
cinematic image. What I really admire in Sabrina’s work is that she went beyond the familiar
idea that images become af xed to music and that this attachment tends to create stable and
lasting associations. Instead, she changes her focus to the instability of these attachments:
examples in which images af xed to a famous piece of lm music. It’s a brilliant shift of
analytical and critical attention to something that happens when cinema extends—transcends
—its reach into non-cinematic products.
- Berthold Hoeckner
Sabrina is one of the most impressive and memorable students I had as an instructor at the
University of Chicago. She was not only a brilliant writer and careful thinker, but she exhibited
a genuine curiosity and adventurousness in the classroom. Sabrina often took risks in striving
to describe complex aesthetic qualities and details in lms, or in pointing out puzzles and
contradictions in works of theory. Sabrina also seamlessly integrated her knowledge of (and
enthusiasm for!) acting and musical theater into the class's discussions on lm theory, bodily
movement, and Hollywood musicals. The class bene ted immensely from Sabrina's
intellectual generosity, and I'm so grateful to have learned from her.
- Jordan Schonig
Sabrina’s thesis received Collegiate Honors. Sabrina is graduating with majors in Cinema and
Media Studies and Linguistics.
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LAUREN ZONG
“ What It Is Like to Be Dolores: Westworld (HBO), Arti cial Consciousness,
and Cinematic Point of View”
Advisor - Dan Morgan

Synopsis How do we understand arti cial consciousness? I propose we understand machines by taking
their point-of-view: this paper examines if cinematic embodiment is suf cient for
consciousness in Westworld (HBO), in conversation with Philosophical Dualism.

Notes from Instructors Lauren took my class “The Films of Alfred Hitchcock” in Winter 2021. The students in this
seminar-style class were very strong, but Lauren stood out for two reasons. First, her online
discussion comments were regularly some of the most insightful in the class. She was the only
one, I was worried, who already had answers to all of my questions. Second, at the end of
class I asked students about their experience. It turned out that Lauren was the only person
who had already studied Hitchcock in a class on authorship. I said, “You must have been
bored then,” and she answered something like, “Not at all.” I thought this was remarkable.
Lauren was able to extract useful information from a class on a topic she already knew. This
showed an interest in deep and precise knowledge that will serve her well in the future!
- Maria Belodubrovskaya
In “Irish Literature and Cinema”, Lauren consistently brought a keen technical eye to our Zoom
discussions of the lms and a sense of the political stakes of interpretation. In her short paper,
she showed how Hitchcock’s adaptation reversed the gender politics of Sean O’Casey’s Juno
and the Paycock. In her longer paper she entered the critical debate about the sexual politics
of Neil Jordan’s The Crying Game with a persuasive argument about the lm’s successes and
failures. Her skills in analysis and rhetoric will stand her in good stead when she goes on to
law school next year.
- James Chandler
Lauren’s thesis received Collegiate Honors. Lauren is graduating with majors in Cinema and Media
Studies and Philosophy.
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INTENSIVE-TRACK MAJORS: PRODUCTION THESES
ABBY HENKIN
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Advisor - Judy Hoffman

Synopsis Inspired by the short story by Isaac Asimov, Satisfaction Guaranteed explores the aftermath of
a three-week experiment with a humanoid robot and a housewife that resulted in an
unexpected kiss. Does Asimov’s First Law of Robotics—that a robot may not injure a human or
through inaction allow a human to come to harm—justify it?

Notes from Instructors The ability to adapt a short story to a video, and go beyond imitation of what is to what could be, all
while shooting in a pandemic, is remarkable. What precision! Keep writing dialogue and don't fall
in love with a robot.
- Judy Hoffman
This winter I decided to add the game Signs of the Sojourner to my class. It’s a new-ish game,
and its inclusion was an experiment, one that could have easily gone poorly. Instead, Signs of
the Sojourner was a tremendous success, which I credit entirely to Abby’s brilliant
presentation on it, which was an exceptionally thorough dive into the game’s mechanics, the
history of its genre, and its narrative twists and turns. Abby did a much better job than I did at
building the case for the game’s relevance in the class. Indeed, having Abby in my class
reminded me that, at their best, student presentations can be exercises in persuasion,
opportunities for students to drag the arc of the course in their own desired direction,
expanding its purview and changing everyone’s mind along the way. Thanks, Abby, for
persuading me.
- Ian Jones
Abby’s ’s thesis lm received Collegiate Honors. Abby is graduating with majors in Cinema and
Media Studies and TAPS, and a minor in Romance Languages and Literatures.
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ANA LIU
Storm Drain

Advisor - Judy Hoffman
Synopsis Storm Drain is a short thriller lm. After the disappearance of her estranged step-brother, a
young woman meets his best friend and attempts to uncover his whereabouts while
struggling through memories of her past.

Notes from Instructors I vividly remember Ana's late-night installation in the VR space at MADD; a piece that,
through careful audience sensing, unlike most video installations, simply refused to be
interrupted...
- Marc Downie
A graphic artist and explorer of her culture from documentary to narrative noir. That you made
Storm Drain during the pandemic amazes me. So does your dark humor, which I fully appreciate.
Keep these lm ideas coming, and if they don't work out, know you can always act.
- Judy Hoffman

Ana is graduating with majors in Cinema and Media Studies and Visual Arts.

 


fi

fi

14

ETHAN MacCUMBER
Months at Home
Advisor - Judy Hoffman

Synopsis Filmed during the isolating year of the pandemic, Months at Home is a documentary about
my parents.

Notes from Instructors Making a lm about your family is a very brave thing to do. I tried once and had to put the
camera down. I truly enjoyed our time screening selects together and your taking my
comments seriously. Your dedication to the craft is evident in each scene.
- Judy Hoffman
Despite threatening to remake the swimming pool scene of I am Cuba in VR, Ethan decided
against nding out what happens to our VR cameras underwater — and made the 90's MTV
360 dance party we didn't know we needed, all to usher us into the post pandemic era.
- Marc Downie

Ethan is graduating with majors in Cinema and Media Studies and Economics.
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Advisor - Judy Hoffman

Synopsis A distraught student's personal meditation on death and legacy, orbiting the life of his
teacher.

Notes from Instructors Longing for things that are perhaps unknowable, you push ahead. Luckily when you reach a
limit you resort to food. Be careful of that as you age. You'll probably never misspell Thoreau
again. Now we need to learn how to pronounce epoch. I appreciate your dry wit and
undermining spirit.
- Judy Hoffman
In “Critical Videogame Studies”, Jacques Manjarrez wrote a close and memorable analysis of
Lucas Pope's Papers, Please that focused on the meaning of the game's mechanics. For his
nal project, he worked in a collaborative team on a highly original mixed media game titled /
Run. This game was noteworthy for many reasons, including that it replaced more common
competitive gameplay with cooperative mechanics for four players. The game also
moved between physical analog pieces and digital components that were accessible
online. Overall, Jacques helped to create a successful “critical making” project, which
simulated computer hacking and staged questions that are important to the eld of game
studies.
- Patrick Jagoda

Jacques is graduating with majors in Cinema and Media Studies and Physics.
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JACQUES MANJARREZ
An Omen of Nothing

PHILLIP OTTO
An Analysis of Randonautica
Advisor - Judy Hoffman

Synopsis An Analysis of Randonautica is a documentary style lm essay investigating the creation and
use of the viral location-based mobile exploration app, Randonautica. Many users of the app
have reported strange ndings and experiences, and the lm takes a look at why these
strange occurrences may be happening.

Notes from Instructors It was wonderful to have Phillip in the class. His contributions were always well thought
through and revealed keen observational skills. The artistic examples he brought to the
discussions and that he re ected upon in his essays demonstrated the depth of his expertise
in contemporary media phenomena. I learned from him what it takes to create an art gure
like the amboyant quasi-gaia of Grime’s Miss Anthropocene and to bring it to life through
diverse social media platforms. I enjoyed the way he challenged the subject of sino- and
afrofuturisms, and that he saw the relevance of speculative thinking not only in relation to a
problematic future but also to different conceptions of the present.
- Desiree Foerster
Though we only met on Zoom, and I wasn't supposed to advise you, I'm glad I did. You
believe yet are skeptical, which is a good position to have. I don't think I will ever forget 727,
and now I know about Randonautica, vaguely.
- Judy Hoffman

Phillip is graduating with a major in Cinema and Media Studies and a minor in Media Arts and
Design
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ALEXIS STANLEY
Before the Miracle Happens
Advisor - Judy Hoffman

Synopsis Before the Miracle Happens is a documentary as much as it is a call to action. People tend to
bristle at the phrases “Defund the Police” and “Abolish Prisons,” but these ideas are not new,
and they are not radical. Miracle takes a broad look at these dif cult topics through
conversations with three inspirational social actors.

Notes from Instructors In both your documentaries you explore how past racial traumas are still active. You approach
the topics from unique and nuanced angles, utilizing video and the medium of lm,
performance and lyricism. I will always remember your eye rolls as we discussed the needs of
allies. So glad you're going to pursue your passion to make lms. There are enough lawyers.
- Judy Hoffman
Alexis dove head rst into hand-made lmmaking, and also created a very compelling
super-8mm lm documenting a protest in Berkeley after George Floyd's murder.
- Thomas Comerford

Alexis's thesis lm received Collegiate Honors. Alexis is graduating with a major in Cinema and
Media Studies and a minor in English and Creative Writing.
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