SQUIGGLES OVERGREEK LETTERS QUICK AND DIRTY OVERVIEW
BREATHINGS

Greek had no letter like the h in English. The h at the beginning of words was indicated by
what we calbreathing sign®or simplybreathings

All words that start with a vowel have a breathing sign over them, eiimeoath(a-
pronounced 'a’) or@ugh (&- pronounced 'ha’) breathing. Diphthongs (vowel
combinations) have the breathing over the second vewelou-.

Ever wondered why words of Greek descent starting in r have h-es in them? This is
because in Greek, they have a rough breatbmdiencerhythm, rhetoric,rhino, etc.

ACCENTS
Greek also has threecents The acute (), the grave (), and the circumflex ().

* Most words carry an accent (you'll learn the exceptions). Accents can only be placed on
thefinal three syllablesof a word, and if the last syllable is long, only on the final
two syllables.

[n and w are always long, as are the diphthongs (=combinations of two vowels.
Exceptions TBA: wordfinalet and «1 usually count as shorik, 1, v can be long or
short;e ando are always short.]

* Theacute(") accent can be placed on both long and short vowels and on all of the
final three syllables: thantepenult, the penult, and theultima. These syllables are
abbreviated aé, P, andU in Mastronarde.

* On the final syllable, the acute is replaced witvave ( ') accenif the word is
followed by another accented word. Exitov Tov &vdpa. But: (followed by
punctuationjxutov. (followed by word without accentjov Te.

* Thecircumflex ( ™ ) can only be placed dong vowels and only on the two final
syllables, theoenult and theultima. The circumflex canly go on the penult if the
ultima is short.

» If the penult is long and carries the accent, the following rule applies:
» if the ultima is short: the accent will be a circumflex;
» if the ultima is long: the accent will be an acute.

Practice questions:

* CouldmpayuaTcwv have an accent on the antepenult? If so, what accent(s)?
Could it have an accent on the penult? If so, what accent(s)?
Could it have an accent on the ultima? If so, what accent(s)?

» Couldmpayuaot have an accent on the antepenult? If so, what accent(s)?

* Couldmpayua have an accent on the penult? If so, what accent(s)?

* Infact, mpayua has its accent on the penult. The fass long, the second one is
short. What will its accent be?

* ynoos andynecwv both have the accent on the penult. Which accent?

*  What aboubwpw anddwpov?

* Which of the following Greek words is most likely related to English 'heuristic’,
eUpiokw Or eUpis?

» Can you tell whether the iota éfipis is long or short?

* Can you tell whether the iota }&xpis is long or short?



