
The Power of Words

In this lesson, you will learn to:
• Detect bias through analyzing word choice in 

written texts
• Choose words that advance your writing goals 

most effectively





The Power of Words

• You as a reader: how does word choice tell 
you what to think before you realize it?

• You as a writer: how can you use word choice 
to achieve your writing goals?

















“Out of the bloody mist . . . there marches, upright and 
unafraid, rebellious Labor, and the hope of the ages, the 
Industrial State, approaches realization as at this hour the 
fighting proletariat of Russia, the herald of a new world, 
presses its victory to completion and binds and 
consolidates its 175,000,000 people into a cohesive unit of 
Industrial Democracy. 
And if it can be, as it is possible, that, by outer intrigue and 

inner treachery, the brave workers of Russia now under the 
Bolsheviki, valiantly fighting these dark forces, are 
betrayed, beaten and go down heroically in seas of blood as 
did Ennus, Spartacus and the Communards, yet the world 
of Labor will have profited and - success or failure - their 
brave attempt, their magnificent spirit and bold deeds shall 
live forever and their story shall be told ‘in lands remote 
and accents yet unknown’.”

- Harrison George, The Bolsheviks, and the IWW, 
“The Red Dawn”





We all know that the authentic leaders of the revolution, 
Lenin, Trotsky, conceived of it not as an end in itself, but as a first 
step, the first stage, in the world revolution which alone could 
complete what had been started in the Soviet Union. The 
conditions objectively were already mature in 1917, ’18 and ’19, for 
such a world revolution, beginning in Europe. What was lacking was 
the leadership, the party, without which the workers cannot 
succeed. The leadership of the old party, the Social-Democrats, who 
had betrayed the workers under the test of war, supported the 
bourgeoisie in their counter-revolutionary fight against the workers 
in the period following the war. The young and hastily organized 
Communist parties, which had been formed in European countries 
in response to the example of the Russian revolution, were as yet
too weak and too young, too inexperienced, for their historic task... 

Here on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary, as we 
celebrate the living revolution, we can still express the confident 
hope that the funeral of the Russian revolution, which so many 
renegades and traitors are announcing, will not merely be 
postponed, but will never take place." 

- James Cannon, “The Russian Revolution”



The Power of Words

• Choose an issue you care about
• Select vocabulary that supports both sides of 

the issue
• Write one “pro” headline, and one “anti” 

headline
• If time permits, write a paragraph expressing 

your perspective


